
Bucket List #5: 
Road Trip from Metro Manila to Metro Davao 

 
For many years, we’ve dreamed of traveling by 
land (with our own vehicle) from Metro Manila to 
Davao City.  We were so excited to finally cross-
off bucket list #5! 
 
We decided to write this journal/blog for future 
(and first time) travelers.  The Philippines have 
so much to offer and, with such diverse culture, 
we never stop learning.  We appreciated the 
simple lifestyle in the municipalities we’ve 
passed by and we smiled at the ingenuity of the 
Filipinos (especially on the pedicabs, motorcycle 
habal habal and fully loaded jeepneys).  We 
marveled at the beauty of our country as we 
traveled along the Pan-Philippine or Maharlika 
Highway.  Truly, it’s a blessing to live and be 
able to travel by land through the Philippines! 
 

Our preparations included the following: 

1. Weather updates – we monitored the weather updates for the targeted 3 days 
we would be traveling. 

2. Final check-up (clean-up, check tires, change oil, tightening of nuts and bolts) of 
the vehicle.  We made sure all the necessary documents are on hand (don’t 
forget to photocopy your car’s registration paper).  

3. Gas (XCS) – we had the tank full until our targeted stop-over in Naga City. 
4. Map and GPS – though the GPS was already installed in the car, a more 

detailed map would come in handy for rerouted areas. 
5. Food and drinks – we loaded up one plastic container with mongo hopia, 

chocolate, mint bubble gum, Gatorade and water. 
6. Clothes, shoes and overnight bags – we wore comfortable clothes and shoes for 

traveling.  Preparing an overnight bag with all our personal things also made it 
easier to unpack and pack. 

7. MP4 and IPhone music – this would come very handy… most especially when 
all the passengers are asleep and the driver needs to be awake. 

8. Money – we prepared cash specifically for the gas, food and water, roro/barge 
fee and hotel expenses. 

9. List of places to see along the Pan-Philippine/Maharlika Highway – this added 
the spice to our adventure. 

10. Prayer – this has been very vital in our safe and enjoyable trip. 
 

We scheduled our travel on a Saturday, January 7, 2012.  At 5:30 am, we were up and 
ready to travel.  We had our vehicle all fueled-up the night before.  Here’s the journal of 
our travel (we decided to be as specific as possible to be of help to first time travelers): 
 
 6:00 am We reached SLEX via C5. The toll fee we paid: P25 and P214.   

We exited in Calamba, Laguna.  
 8:22 am Lucena City, Quezon Province 
 9:10 am Pagbilao, Quezon Province 
 10:55 am Calauag, Quezon Province 
   (Note:  Remember to drive safely, especially on the blind curves.  

We also took the route to Naga/Legazpi as advised by a friend.) 



 11:27 am We reached Sta. Elena, Camarines Norte, Bicol Region 
 11:34 am Tagcauayan, Camarines Norte 
 1:15 pm Pamplona, Camarines Sur 
 1:35 pm Naga City, Camarines Sur 
   (We had our lunch in Mang Inasal, SM Naga City and fueled up in  

Petron.) 
 3:02 pm Pili, Camarines Sur 
 4:00 pm Legazpi City, Albay  
   (This is the best place to see Mayon Volcano.  We just caught a  

glimpse of its tip, though, as it was covered with clouds.) 
 5:07 pm Pilar, Sorsogon 
 7:20 pm Matnog, Sorsogon 

(We decided to spend the night in Matnog due to the 
strong wind and heavy rain.  For dinner, we ate hotdog 
sandwiches we bought in SM Naga City and last pack 
of mongo hopia.  We stayed in a pension house near 
the port, at the back of the Municipal building (P800 for 
a double room, 6 hours’ stay). It’s affordable, clean, air 
conditioned, with wifi and a parking space.   
 
Matunog Pension 
Camcaman, Matnog, Sorsogon 
Contact Number: 0917-4187955 
 

At 6:00 am on January 8, we headed to Matnog port.  PPA (Philippine Ports Authority) 
required a copy of the vehicle’s registration paper/vehicle sales invoice (if not yet 
registered).  Breakdown of payment (beware of fixers… directly approach authorized 
personnel in the port.): 
 
   Arrastre   P80.00 
   Vehicle Insurance  P50.00 
   PPA Terminal Fee (SUV) P129.00 
   Passenger Terminal Fee  P11.20 each x 2 passengers = P22.40 
   Bill of Lading (SUV)  P960.00 
   Passenger Ticket  P120.00 each x 2 passengers = P240 

(free ticket for the driver) 
   TOTAL:   P1,481.40  

 
Roro services operate for 24 hours in Matnog.  There are different shipping companies 
to choose from.  We took the Penafrancia roro from Matnog to Allen, Northern Samar.  
The ship left Matnog port at exactly 7:30 
am.   
 
We finally arrived in Allen port at 9:00 am.  
Upon arrival in Northern Samar, we traveled 
by land once again via the Maharlika 
Highway.  Halfway to Calbayog City, we 
witnessed a beautiful Filipino value: the 
spirit of bayanihan.  Relatives and friends in 
the community were helping a family 
transfer their bahay kubo.  It was such a 
heartwarming experience to see Filipinos 
very joyful and in unity.  We weren’t able to 
resist the urge to stop and cheer them up!   
 



 10:27 am Calbayog City, Western Samar 
   (We had our lunch in Jollibee, Calbayog City proper.) 
 11:30 am Departure from Calbayog City 

2:09 pm We were finally traversing the famous and beautiful San Juanico  
Bridge in Tacloban City, Northern Leyte 

 5:00 pm Agas-Agas Bridge, Sogod, Southern Leyte  
   (We took some pictures and watched tourists as they had a great  

time at the zipline.  Agas-Agas Bridge is the highest bridge in the  
Philippines.) 

 6:00 pm Liloan port, Southern Leyte 
 6:30 pm Departure from Liloan port (once again, vehicle’s registration  

paper was required).  Breakdown of payment: 
 
Passenger Terminal Fee P16.00 each x 3 = P48.00 
Roro Passenger Fee P300.00 each x 2 = P600.00 
    (free ticket for the driver) 
Roro Vehicle Fee  P2,500 
Roro Terminal Fee  P56.00 x 2 = P112.00 
Arrastre   P129.00 
Vehicle Insurance  P50.00 
TOTAL   P3,439.00  

       
 9:30 pm Arrival in Lipata, Surigao City, Surigao del Norte 
   We’re finally in Mindanao!  
 10:00 pm Dinner in Jollibee, Surigao City 
 11:00 pm We stayed in a pension house for the night.  It’s air conditioned,  

affordable and with parking space.  We stayed in a family room  
(3 single beds), P1,000 for 12 hours. 
 
Metro Pension Plaza 
Navarro Street, Surigao City 
(086) 231-9899 / 826-6468  

 
January 9, 2012: we left Surigao City at 8:00 am and reached Agusan del Norte by 
9:00 am.  We passed through different towns in Agusan del Sur and at 12 noon, we 



arrived in Trento where we had a sumptuous lunch (in Halang Halang Express) of 
sinigang and papaitan na kambing.   
 

1:00 pm  Monkayo, Compostela Valley 
2.00 pm Tagum City, Davao del Norte 
2:28 pm Davao City!!!   

 
Madayaw!  Life is here! It has been great and wonderful road trip for all of us.  We hope 
this journal would somehow answer some of your questions as you make your plans 
for your own travel.   

 
Here are other tips/reminders when traveling by land: 

1. Make sure you inform your family/close relatives/friends about your travel and 
update them once in while with regards to your location. 

2. Don’t forget to bring a camera, first aid kit and maintenance medicines for those 
who are taking it, flashlight, food and water, map and GPS, pillow, wet wipes, 
tissue, hand sanitizer/alcohol, lots of music, jokes and stories. 

3. Monitor the weather condition for the next 3 days of your travel (especially on 
the eastern side of the Philippines). 

4. When in doubt, don’t eat or drink water anywhere. 
5. When in doubt about your direction, always ask.   
6. Avoid traveling late at night. 
7. Drive safely and observe proper traffic rules. 
8. Don’t forget to buckle up.  
9. Don’t forget to refill your fuel.  We refilled our gas in Naga City, Calbayog City, 

Surigao City and Davao City.   
10. Be cautious in driving as there are many ongoing major road repairs.  Observe 

road signs and warnings of falling rocks and slippery roads.  
11. Watch your speed and be aware of people crossing the road, most especially in 

Samar and Leyte wherein there are many children playing beside the main 
highway. 

12. Take to heart this LTO reminder… Ang pinakaligtas na ultimatum kahit ikaw ang 
may karapatan sa daan ay:  Huwag ipilit ang iyong karapan.  

13. Be on guard and alert at all times. 
14. Be friendly, polite and courteous. 



15. Schedule your stop-overs/toilet break in the town proper. 
16. There’s a 24-hour service for Ferry/Roro in Matnog or Liloan port. 
17. Take note that here are some areas with no signal from any networks.  Be sure 

to inform your loved ones that you might not be reached in some areas. 
18. Don’t forget to fully charge your mobile phone’s batteries or bring extra fully 

charged batteries. 
19. Be ready for the unexpected and be excited for the adventure. 
20. Should you decide to stay longer in one place (whether for sight-seeing or 

visiting relatives/friends), do take note of your travel time/schedule.   
21. Overall expenses (gas, lodging, food, barge) for 3 days and 2 nights = 

approximately P18,000.00. 
22. Please take note that this journal has been based on our personal experiences 

and perspectives… this has been written for reference or additional information 
only.  Payments that were mentioned may vary accordingly.   

23. Places of interest:  Mt. Mayon/Cagsawa ruins in Legazpi City, San Juanico 
Bridge in Tacloban City, Agas Agas Bridge and zipline in Southern Leyte, 
surfing in Surigao, Agusan marsh, Agusan River, Mt. Diwata in Compostela 
Valley, Mt. Apo in Davao City and many more! 

24. Helpful links:  
 http://www.tourism.gov.ph/SitePages/InteractivePhilippineMap.aspx 
 http://tourism-philippines.com/ 
 http://lakbaypilipinas.com/philippines_destinations.html 
 http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Davao_City 
 http://www.davaotourism.com/ 
 http://www.jollibee.com.ph/stores 
 http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/SM_Supermalls 
 http://www.mcdonalds.com.ph/store 
 http://www.agribusinessweek.com/the-ro-ro-connection-part-7/ 
 http://tsikot.com/forums/maps-navigation-directions-137/manila-davao-land-63686/ 
 http://www.weather.gov.ph/ 

25. Have a safe and memorable trip!  
 

www.valiantprints.com 
Door 6, DV Patricio Bldg., 

Tulip Drive, Ecoland, Phase I, 
Matina, Davao City, 

8000 Philippines 
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